Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 04511 211508Z 
46 

ACTION EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO EURE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 SP-02 

SAJ-01 PM-03 L-01 INR-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO SAM-01 

INRE-00 /036W 

125420 

OR211415Z MAY 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3949 

INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 

AMEMBASSY LISBON 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 

AMEMBASSY MADRID 

AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

USMISSION NATO IMMEDIATE 

T 

SECRET BRUSSELS 45 1 1 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SP. NATO, BE 

SUBJECT: SPAIN AND NATO 

: STATE 115823 

1. SUMMARY. WE REVIEWED POINTS MADE REFTEL AND GAVE 
TEXT OF PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR DPC COMMUNIQUE ON SPAIN 
AND NATO TO FOREIGN MINISTRY CHIEF OF NATO AFFAIRS VAN DE 
KERCHOVE. HIS REACTION. WHICH HE SAID WAS THAT OF BELGIAN 
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GOVERNMENT, WAS NEGATIVE TO ANY MENTION OF SPAIN 
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AND NATO IN DPC COMMUNIQUE FOR SAME REASONS PREVIOUSLY 
. END SUMMARY. 

2. VAN DE KERCHOVE REVIEWED PREVIOUS POSITION 
TAKEN (BRUSSELS 3641) AND NOTED THAT BELGIUM'S POSITION 
WAS UNCHANGED FROM THAT INITIAL REACTION TO US PROPOSAL 
AFTER FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITHIN BELGIAN GOVERNMENT. 

TO UPDATE THAT PREVIOUS ANTI-FRANCO POSITION HE CITED 
LOCAL PRESS ATTENTION GIVEN RECENT ARRESTS IN SPAIN. 

HE EXPLAINED THAT BELGIUM UNDERSTOOD USG STRATEGIC 
INTEREST IN SPAIN AND SAID HE ASSUMED PRESENT REGIME 
WAS APPLYING ALL POSSIBLE PRESSURE ON USG OVER BASE 
NEGOTIATIONS. BELGIUM HOWEVER WISHED TO REMAIN CONSISTENT 
WITH OTTAWA DECLARATION THAT NATO WAS MORE THAN A 
MILITARY ALLIANCE AND THAT IT WAS IN FACT AN ALLIANCE 
OF IDEOLOGICALLY LIKE-MINDED WESTERN COUNTRIES. HE 
ASSERTED THAT ANY CHANGES IN THAT POSITION WOULD BE 
POLITICALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY BELGIAN GOVERNMENT. 
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